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It was probably in coming from the desert that Jesus '.
the arrest of John the Baptist. He had no longer any reason*
prolong his stay in a country which was partly strange to him.
Perhaps he feared also being involved in the severities exercised
towards John, and did not wish to expose himself, at a time in
which, seeing the little celebrity he had, his death couLl in no way
serve the progress of his ideas. He regained Galilee, * his true
home, ripened by an important experience, and having, through
contact with a great man, very different from himself, acquired a
consciousness of his own originality.

On the whole, the influence of John had been more hurtful than
useful to Jesus. It checked his development; for everything leads
us to believe that he had, when he descended towards the Jordan,
ideas superior to those of John, and that it was by a sort of con-
cession that he inclined for a time towards baptism. Perhaps if
the Baptist, whose authority it would have been difficult for him to
escape, had remained free, Jesus would not have been able to throw
off the yoke of external rites and ceremonies, and would then, no
doubt, have remained an unknown Jewish sectary; for the world
would not have abandoned its old ceremonies merely for others of
a different kind. It has been by the power of a religion, free from
all external forms, that Christianity has attracted elevated minds.
The Baptist once imprisoned, his school was soon diminished, and
Jesus found himself left to his own impulses. The only things he
owed to John, were lessons in preaching and in popular action.
From this moment, in fact, he preached with greater power, and
spoke to the multitude with authority.2

It seems also that his sojourn with John had, not so much by
the influence of the Baptist, as by the natural progress of his own
thought, considerably ripened his ideas on "the kingdom of
heaven." His watchword, henceforth, is the " good tidings," the
announcement that the kingdom of God is at hand.8 Jesus is no
longer simply a delightful moralist, aspiring to express sublime
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